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1958 
 
The Hornet harriers returned a strong nucleus of runners in the fall of 1958, including Paul Whiteley, 
Dennis Matheson, Warner Wirta, and Gonzalo Javier, and these men led KSTC to the most successful 

season since the inception of 
the sport at E-State. Except for 
a 7th place finish at the NCAA 
small college meet, the Hornets 
went unbeaten during the 
season. Whiteley won the 
NCAA small college meet over 
a 4-mile course in 20:43, 
finishing 20 yards clear of the 
field. The Hornets had four of 
the top finishers in the 13-team 
field but their fifth man 
finished 92nd to swell their 
point total. David Ohlde was a 
freshman on the team, but he 
was not eligible to compete in 
the meet because of the NCAA 
rule barring freshmen. Wirta 

finished 12th, Matheson, 24th, Javier 35, and Stephen Counts 92nd.  
 
Included in the victories was a third straight CIC title and the NAIA National Championship. This was 
the first national championship ever won by a KSTC athletic team. 
 
Whiteley led the Hornet harriers through the season, 
winning every regular season meet. He ended the 
season placing 1st in the NCAA college meet and 3rd 
in the NAIA meet. Also earning All-America honors at 
the NAIA meet were Matheson, who finished one 
second behind Whiteley in 4th, and Wirta, who placed 
11th. David Ohlde, Javier, and Lynn Reed rounded out 
the national championship team. 
 
 
1959 
 
The Hornet harriers opened the 1959 season with 
outstanding prospects, returning the entire 1958 NAIA 
national championship team intact. These men carried 
E-State through the regular season with only one 
blemish on the record, a 2nd place finish to Howard 
Payne College, Texas, in its own invitational. Paul 
Whiteley again paced the Hornets through the season, 
winning seven of the eight races he ran, including a 

School’s First National Championship: 1958 
The 1958 men’s cross country team won the first national championship 
ever won by an Emporia State team. The team won the NAIA meet, led 
by All-Americans Paul Whiteley, Dennis Matheson and Warner Wirta. 
The team went unbeaten during the season and their only defeat was a 4th 
place finish at the NCAA small college meet.  

 

Paul Whiteley: All-American 
Paul Whiteley won the 1959 NAIA 
championships in the mile and the two mile 
runs, setting a meet and school record in the 
latter. He also won the NCAA championship in 
the 3-mile run. Whitely was also outstanding in 
cross country, leading ESU to national titles in 
1958 and 1959, finishing 3rd and 2nd 
individually. 
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successful defense of his NCAA college division title to lead KSTC to a 2nd place team finish behind 
South Dakota State. The Hornet harriers turned in a strong performance to defend their CIC title with 
Whiteley, Wirta, Matheson, Javier, and Ohlde taking the first five places to record a perfect score for 
KSTC. Whiteley posted the winning time of 20:14 for the 4-mile course. E-State ended the very 
successful season claiming their second consecutive NAIA title, defeating Kearney State, Nebraska, by 
four points. Whiteley, in his last appearance for the Hornets, finished 2nd in the race in 21:21 to earn All-
American honors along with teammates Wirta, who finished 5th, and Matheson, who finished 11th. 

Ohlde, Reed, Javier, and freshman Peter 
Clarke rounded out the national 
championship squad.  
 
 
1960 
 
The 1960 Hornet cross country team fell off quite a bit from the previous two years as three of the 
members of the national championship teams of 1958 
and 1959 were gone, and a fourth ran in only one meet. 
Senior Dennis Matheson came on strong at the end of 
the year to lead the Hornets to their fifth straight CIC 
title, which KSTC won easily. Matheson won in 21:36, 
followed by James Evely in 2nd, Richard Woelk in 3rd, 
Lynn Reed in 5th, and Dick Clasen in 7th. E-State 
harriers finished 8th in the NAIA meet, paced by 
Matheson’s 12th place finish, which earned him All-
American honors for the third straight year. 
 
 
1961 
 
The 1961 Hornet cross country squad was an unknown 
entity at the start of the season. The top returnees were 

Warner Wirta: All-American 
Warner Wirta was a vital part of two national 
championship teams while running for 
KSTC. Wirtha placed 11th in the 1958 
national meet and improved to 5th in the 
1959 national meet.  

 

Dennis Matheson: All-American 
Dennis Matheson finished 4th in the 1958 
NAIA National Cross Country Championships 
to help lead ESU to their first national title. 
The next year, Matheson finished 11th in 
helping the Hornets win their second 
consecutive national championship. Matheson 
became a three-time All-American by placing 
12th in 1960. 

 

NAIA National Champions: 1959 
The 1959 men’s cross country team defended their national 
title, defeating Kearney State by four points. Paul Whiteley 
finished 2nd, followed by fellow All-Americans Warner 
Wirta and Dennis Matheson. They recorded a perfect score 
at the CIC conference meet.  
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sophomore Richard Woelk and senior David Ohlde, the latter a member of the 1958 and 1959 national 
championship teams who had missed most of the 1960 season. Welch had to depend on freshmen to fill 

out the squad, and he had an outstanding 
group of them, led by John Camien (from 
Sewenhaka High School in New York), Andy 
Prescia, and Clarence Herpich. This team 
provided Welch with some pleasant surprises. 
Emporia State totaled 25 points to win its 
sixth consecutive CIC cross country 
championship at the snow-filled Emporia 
Airport course. John Camien won the 
individual title by edging Bob Mohler of Fort 
Hays at the finish line, finishing the 4-mile 
course in 21:40, a mere second ahead of 
Mohler, who led for most of the race. Woelk 
and Presica were 3rd and 4th, with Charles 
Atkins, 8th, Herpich 9th, Reed 11th, and 
Ohlde 12th.  

 
The Hornets nosed conference rival Fort Hays 73-75 to win a third NAIA National Championship. 
Camien and Woelk led the young Hornets through the season, alternating as top runner. Woelk and 
Camien finished 6th and 11th, respectively, in the NAIA meet to both earn All-American honors. 
Rounding out the national championship squad were Herpich in 16th, Lynn Reed in 17th, and Ohlde in 
24th. Charles Atkins, and Prescia completed the 
team. The top five Hornets finished only one minute 
and 10 seconds apart over the 4-mile national course 
to take the title.  
 
 
1962 
 
The Hornets added an outstanding runner in 1961 
that would add to their already established distance 
legacy. Ireland Sloan had transferred to KSTC in the 
spring of 1961 from Morehead State, Kentucky. He 
had never run competitively before enrolling at 
Morehead in the fall of 1960, but was so outstanding 
that Dr. Nolan Fowler, the coach at Morehead, 
suggested that Sloan transfer to a larger school. 
Fowler recommended Houston, Oregon, and KSTC, 
and Sloan chose Emporia State because of the size 
of the school. Sloan was not the first outstanding 
runner sent to Emporia by Dr. Fowler, as he had also 
sent Paul Whiteley a few years earlier. Sloan ran 
unattached in meets during the 1961 spring and fall seasons, turning in some outstanding performances, 
the best of which was a 6th place finish overall and the second American in the National AAU 10,000-

Ireland Sloan: National Champion 
Ireland Sloan transferred from Morehead State 
Kentucky in 1961 and had an illustrious career with 
the Hornets. He won the NAIA national 
championship in cross country in 1962 and earned 
three cross country All-American honors.  

 

NAIA National Champions: 1961 
Emporia State won its third national title in four years 
with a two point win over in-state rival Fort Hays State. 
Richard Woelk and John Camien led the Hornets in 6th 
and 11th at Nationals. The team won their sixth 
consecutive CIC title.  
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meter during the 1961 summer. Sloan and Camien combined over the next several seasons to form one of 
the most potent distance duos in the history of the NAIA. 
 
Prior to the 1962 cross country season, Coach Welch had the following to say about his team:  

"I think we have the best squad that we have ever had. Our squad last year had depth, but a 
mediocre top. This year we have depth, but we also have 
extremely good leading men." (KSTC Bulletin, Vol. 62, No. 
3, p. 4) 
 

The previous year’s squad Welch referred to had been CIC and 
NAIA champions, pointing towards an extremely successful season. 
The 1962 Hornet harriers lived up to Welch’s expectations, winning 
four of six regular season meets with the only losses coming at the 
hands of NCAA schools in the University of Denver Invitational and 
the University of Texas Invitational. The Hornets ended the season 
repeating as CIC and NAIA champions, and finished 3rd in the 
NCAA small college meet. Individually, Sloan and Camien were 
outstanding, finishing 1-2, respectively, in four meets and 1-3, 
respectively, in two other meets.  
 
The Hornets won their seventh consecutive CIC title edging out Fort 
Hays by the score of 26-30. Sloan set a new CIC meet record over 
the Emporia Country Club golf course covering four miles in 20:11. 
Camien followed Sloan in second with Woelk in 4th, and Herpich in 
8th.  
 
Sloan turned in the most notable performances, posting the nation's 
fastest 3-mile and 4-mile cross country times of 14:23 and 19:20, 
respectively. He was also the CIC and NAIA champion, setting an 
NAIA record of 20:22 for the four-mile distance. Camien, Woelk 
and Clarence Herpich placed 3rd, 7th, and 13th, respectively, in the 
NAIA meet to also earn All-American recognition as the Hornets 
beat Fort Hays State 50-95 to capture their fourth NAIA national title 

Richard Woelk: All-American 
Richard Woelk led a young Hornet 
team throughout the season and 
finished 6th at the 1962 NAIA 
National Championships to earn 
All-American honors. Woelk’s 
efforts led to a team national 
championship. 

 

Clarence Herpich: All-American 
Clarence Herpich placed 13th in 
the 1962 national cross country 
meet as the Hornets won their 
fourth national championship in 
five years.  

 

NAIA National Champions: 1962 
The 1962 Hornets won the CIC and NAIA national meets defeating 
Fort Hays State. Ireland Sloan and John Camien led the way with a 1-2 
finish. The Hornets dominated the NAIA national competition winning 
four national championships in five years.  
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in five years. Rounding out the championship squad were Jim McCann, Chuck Atkins and Peter Clarke. 
Camien led the Hornets in the NCAA small college meet with a 2nd place finish, while Sloan finished 
two seconds behind in 3rd place. KSTC’s regular fifth runner, McCann, was unable to compete in the 
NCAA meet because of the rule against freshmen, and 90 men placed between fourth man Herpich and 
fifth man Atkins to wreck the Hornets’ chances to win the title. 

 
 
1963 
 
With the top five runners from the 1962 NAIA cross 
country championship team returning in 1963, KSTC 
again fielded a powerful team. Camien, Sloan, Woelk 
and Herpich were all among the top runners in the NAIA. 
The combination of Camien and Sloan was again a potent 
duo, with Camien leading the way throughout the season. 
The pair took 1st and 2nd in eight of the 10 meets KSTC 
competed in, and in the remaining two, one or the other 
did not compete. Camien had a very successful season, 
winning nine times in 10 starts, including the State 
Federation, the CIC, the NCAA College and the NAIA 
titles, setting four course records. His only defeat was at 
the hands of Vic Zwolak of Villanova in the NCAA 
Championships. Sloan finished as runner-up in the State 
Federation, the CIC, the NCAA College and the NAIA 

meet. However, 
he was unable to 
run in the NCAA 

Championships 
due to his status 
as a four-year 
athlete. 
 
The Hornet team also had outstanding success as the harriers 
finished 2nd in the Federation meet behind KU and won the CIC 
meet, edging a strong Fort Hays team by three points by the score 
of 27-30. The CIC was held at the Emporia airiport course and the 
Hornets made it eight straight CIC titles. Camien took the win in 
19:23, followed by Sloan in 19:32. Woelk was 4th, Herpich 8th, 
McCann 13th, Finger 14th, and Myron Staskow 19th.  
 
 KSTC added yet another national title to its collection, winning 

the NCAA Small College meet held at the Chicago Golf Club by 130 points over an Akron University 
team with an Emporia team of Camien, Sloan, Woelk, Herpich, Robert Finger and Jim McCann. Camien 
took the individual title in 19:16, beating the old record by 43 seconds. Sloan was 2nd in 19:29 and 
Woelk was 10th.  
 

John Camien: National Champion 
John Camien competed for the Hornets from 
1961-1965. In cross country, he was a two 
time NAIA National Champion, winning in 
1963 and 1964, and three-time conference 
winner. He also won the NCAA small college 
meet in 1963. In track he won 16 conference 
championships and five NAIA championships, 
including the 1500 meters four straight years.  

 

Sloan and Camien 
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The season ended on a sour note, however. Despite the 1-2 finish by KSTC’s two front-runners, Fort 
Hays upset the Hornets in the NAIA meet by the score of 53-69. Camien took the national title in 20:23, 
only one second off the record time set by Sloan the year before. Sloan finished 2nd in in 20:31.  
 
Woelk earned All-American honors for the third consecutive year by placing 12th, and Herpich just 
missed making All-American status with an 18th place finish. Hays pulled off the upset by placing five 
men among the first 21 runners, while Finger, Emporia’s fifth, placed back in 49th. The victory began a 
series of strong national finishes for Fort Hays Coach Alex Francis' Tigers as the championship team was 
composed of one just junior and six sophomores. 
	  


