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1935  
 
Archie San Romani attended KSTC during the 1933-34 school year, but was ineligible to compete 
because of the transfer rule. He was eligible when the 1935 season opened, and the addition of San 
Romani gave the Hornets a very bright outlook. Five school record holders were on the team: Crooms in 
the 100 and 220, Haring in both hurdles, Rhoads, recovered from his foot injury, in the 880, Bridges in 
the mile, and Perry Kirkpatrick in the broad jump. 
 
KSTC resumed participation in the KCAC indoor meet in 1935 after a six-year absence. Haring won the 
50-yard high hurdles and finished 2nd in the 50-yard lows, while freshman Ken DeMott took 4th in the 
highs. San Romani ran the mile, finishing 3rd. The Hornets returned to the Butler Indoor Relays to 
conclude the indoor season and took 1st in the college division, 3rd overall behind Michigan and Ohio 
State. The two-mile relay team of Tyree Mack, Wendall Frame, Rhoads, and Bridges set a meet record of 
8:02 in winning the event. The mile relay team also won, setting a meet record of 3:27.2. Eustace 
Shannon, Rhoads, Bridges, and Crooms ran on this team. The distance medley team of Clinton Bamtz, 
Frame, Holder, and San Romani finished 2nd when San Romani moved them up from 6th place on the 
anchor carry. Forty minutes, later San Romani came back to take 3rd in the open mile. Haring was ill with 
the measles and did not compete, costing the Hornets valuable points in the hurdles. 
 
KSTC opened the outdoor season with impressive victories over Wichita and Kansas State, the third 
straight over the Aggies who had recently won the Big 6 Indoor Championship. The Hornets next 
journeyed to the Kansas Relays, where they met with remarkable success. Crooms repeated his 1934 
victory in the 100-yard dash, defeating a strong field, including Jim Owens of the University of Iowa. 
Owens ran anchor on the teams that held world records in the 440 and 880 relays. San Romani won the 
open 1500-meter in 3:57.2, then anchored the Hornets' distance medley to victory in the college division. 
Holder, Mack, and Bridges joined San Romani on this team. The Hornets' fourth victory was in the 880 
relay, the team of Shannon, Austin, Holder and Crooms winning with the time of 1:29. Welch entered a 
team in the university class 480-yard shuttle hurdles, and the Hornet hurdlers won the event. 
Unfortunately, they were not eligible to receive an award because Ken DeMott and Dick Dodd were 
freshmen and ineligible to compete in university class events. Jerome Carroll and Lee Haring were the 
other members of the team. Haring was unable to compete in the open high hurdles, an event he had 
placed 2nd in the previous two years, because he had used up his three years of NCAA eligibility. The 
two-mile relay team of Mack, Frame, Bridges and Rhoads was beaten by inches at the tape when the 
Pittsburg anchorman made up 15 yards on Rhoads, costing the Hornets a sixth Relays victory. Shannon, 
Rhoads, Austin and Frame ran on the mile team that placed 4th, while Shannon earned the last points for 

the Hornets with a 2nd in the broad jump. Shannon 
was in 1st and seemed assured of winning, when Pitts 
of Kansas leaped past him by one-fourth of an inch on 
his last jump. 
 
Seven Hornets attended the Drake Relays the 
following week and performed well, although they did 
not match their success at KU. The mile relay team of 
Mack, Holder, Rhoads, and Crooms won the event 
and set a school record of 3:20.0, while the two-mile 
team of Mack, Rhoads, Bridges, and San Romani was 
defeated by Pitt by a scant yard for the second time in 
a week. The Hornets finished 2nd to Pitt in the sprint 

medley as well, with the team of Mack, Holder, Crooms and Bridges. Shannon turned in a spectacular 
performance in the broad jump, leaping 24-6 ¼ to break his school record by seven inches. However, this 
jump was good for only 4th in a very strong field, including Jesse Owens of Ohio State, who set a new 

Finishing Behind Jesse Owens’ Record 
Performances 

Duward Crooms competed against the legendary 
Jesse Owens in the 100-yard dash at the Drake 
Relays. Crooms finished a very respectable 5th in 
the 100 while Owens tied the world record at 9.5 
seconds. Eustace Shannon competed against 
Owens in the broad jump, leaping 24-6 ¼ to set a 
new school record; however, he could only finish 
4th behind the American record of Owens in 26-1 
¾.   
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American record of 26-1 ¾. Crooms also competed against Owens in the 100-yard dash and finished 5th 
while Owens tied the world record of 9.5 seconds.  
 
The biggest victory of the season came two weeks later in the annual Pittsburg dual. KSTC defeated Pitt 
69 1/3 to 61 2/3, Pitt’s first dual loss in 11 years, and broke a string of 30 consecutive dual victories by 
the Gorillas. The Hornets outscored Pitt by 23 points on the track, and took 1st in the final three events to 
win the meet. 

 
The success against the Gorillas was short lived, however, as the Weedesmen came back to nip the 
Hornets by 2 ½ points to win the CIC title. Winners for the Hornets included San Romani in the mile and 
two-mile, Haring in both hurdles, Leo Colton in the shot put, and Crooms in the 100 and 220-yard dashes. 
Crooms also took 2nd in the long jump. KSTC scored heavily in all the running events, but weakness in 
the field cost the Hornets the title. 
 

 

For a while, the names of Yellowjacket and Hornet were used interchangeably. The evolution of the school 
mascot went from a stereotypical hornet to “Corky” the Hornet, who first appeared in 1934 by student Paul 
Edwards. 
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One of the most interesting and amusing incidents in the history of the program occurred on this trip. This 
account from the KSTC Bulletin describes the incident: 
 
On the recent trip to Pittsburg for the conference meet, Lee Haring, Norman Rhoads, Harold Cook, and Eustace 
Shannon were incarcerated in the city calaboose Friday evening and spent two hours cooling their heels while 
city officials looked up the past records, present occupations, and future prospects of this quartet of desperadoes. 
 
The difficulty started when Coach Fran Welch’s proteges, after qualifying a good number for the meet Saturday, 
decided to take a little airing before retiring Friday evening. Without going into the details, suffice it to say that 
Haring, Rhoads, Cook, and Shannon created quite a disturbance, according to the chief of police, on one of 
Pittsburg’s main thoroughfares. The chief, with one of his trusty retainers, drove up in the municipal and asked 
the four Hornets to accompany them to the lock-up.  
 
Haring, feeling especially courageous, argued the point. 
 
"Let me see your badge," said the Hornet timber topper. 
 
"Climb in the wagon," growled the upholder of law and order, flashing a shiny gold badge. The offenders 
crawled. They rode to the station, where they were promptly escorted to the one and only cell and locked in. 
 
While the chief of police communicated with the mayor, Dr. Garfield Weede, track coach at Pittsburg, and other 
people of importance, the Hornets organized a quartet and worked up a special version of If I Had the Wings of 
an Angel, and I’m in the Jail House Now, with special effects by Cook and Shannon. The rest of the time was 
spent reading the literary contributions left on the walls of the cell by former occupants.  
 
The news of the arrest finally reached the ears of Kenneth DeMott, another hurdler, who proceeded to carry the 
information to Coach Fran Welch. 
 
"How are the beds", the Hornet mentor calmly asked the troubled freshman. 
"All right, I guess," he replied. 
"Then we’ll let them stay," said Welch. "They'll get a good nights rest." 
"But Fran," protested Woody Teichgraeber, discus thrower, "The ventilation is terrible. It’s stuffy down there." 
 
After due consideration, it was finally decided that if the four lads would promise to behave themselves for the 
remainder of the trip, they would be allowed to leave the jail. Haring, still showing a disposition to remonstrate 
with the chief of police, was advised by the mayor that everything he said would be held against him, and he 
was finally led away, still muttering protests. 
 
"The jail was terrible," said Harold Cook, in speaking of the incident. "I’m going to start a society for the 
improvement of municipal lock-ups. Haring is vice-president, Rhoads secretary, and Shannon is sargeant-at-
arms." 
 
There will be no treasurer, for obvious reasons. (KSTC Bulletin, Vol. 34, No. 62, p. 1) 
 
The “disturbance” which led to the arrest of the four Hornets was a game of penny pitching, not a major crime 
by today's standards.	  
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At the Missouri Valley AAU meet the weekend 
after conference, Haring and San Romani were 
winners for the Hornets. Haring won both 
hurdle events, setting a meet record of 14.8 
seconds in the 110-meter highs. Sam Romani 
won the 1500-meter in the record time of 
4:00.7. Rhoads finished 2nd in the 400-meter, 
while 3rds were earned by Bridges in the 800-
meter, Shannon in the triple jump, Cecil Dryer 
in the shot put, and the mile relay team of 
Mack, Shannon, Bridges, and Rhoads. All these 
men qualified for the National AAU meet with 
their performances. 
 
The next meet on the schedule however, was 
the NCAA meet in Berkeley, California, where 
San Romani, Shannon, Crooms, Rhoads and 
Haring competed for the Hornets. San Romani 
turned in a superb performance in winning the 
mile with the time of 4:19.1, upsetting the 
favorites with a thrilling sprint finish to win by 
a chest. No other Hornet was able to place. 
 

On the basis of Sam Romani’s effort, KSTC trackmen were invited to stay in California and run in the Far 
West AAU meet the following week. Haring won the high hurdles and took 3rd in the low hurdles, 
defeating many of the men who had beaten him at the NCAAs. San Romani finished 2nd in the mile 
behind Norman Bright of the Olympic Club. 
 
San Romani and Haring were the only Hornets Welch entered in the National AAU meet in Lincoln, 
Nebraska. The competition in this meet was the best in the country, as any man with amateur status was 
eligible to enter. Sam Romani finished 3rd in the 1500-meter behind two of the best milers in the world, 
Glenn Cunningham, the world record holder, and Gene Wenzke. Haring did not qualify for the finals, and 
thus ended his career as one of KSTC’s great track and field performers. Haring was listed on the 1935 
National Honor Roll for the third consecutive year. 
 
 
1936 
 
In 1936, Archie San Romani, by 
then recognized as one of the top 
milers in the United States, was 
invited to compete in both the 
Millrose Games held at Madison 
Square Garden and the Boston 
Athletic Association Games. 
These were two of the four big 
eastern indoor meets to which 
only the top athletes in the country 
were invited. San Romani placed 
4th behind Wenzke, Cunningham, 
and Joe Mangan at both meets. 

Archie San Romani: National Champion 
Archie San Romani won the National Collegiate mile in 
1935 and the 1500-meter run in 1936. He anchored the 
Hornet’s distance medley relay team to a new world 
record in 1936.  

 

Welch Stadium 
In the fall of 1935, construction began on a new stadium north of Lake 
Wooster. The project was a part of the government’s work program and 
meant jobs for the men of the city and for students. The stadium was 
completed in 1937, and the track was first used during the 1938 season. 
This facility is known today as Welch Stadium. 
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KSTC added a new event to the 1936 indoor schedule by attending the Ozark AAU Indoor Relays in St. 
Louis, Missouri. Ken DeMott proved an adequate replacement for Haring by winning the 55-yard high 
hurdles in both the collegiate and open divisions, while Dick Dodd placed 3rd in both divisions of the 
same event. San Romani finished 2nd to Mel Truitt of Indiana in an unusually slow mile. Cecil Dryer 
placed 2nd in the shot put to Don Elser of Notre Dame. Also placing 2nd were the Hornet mile and two-
mile relay teams with foursomes of Al Locke, Loren Austin, Rhoads, and Crooms on the mile relay, and 
John Zimmerman, San Romani, Rhoads, and Bridges on the two-mile team. 
 
At the annual Butler Relays, KSTC again won the college division and placed 3rd overall, behind the 
same two teams as in 1935. The team of Crooms, Bridges, Frame, and San Romani set a Relays record of 
10:32 in winning the college distance medley, while the mile team of Crooms, Austin, Bridges, and 
Locke won, tying the meet record set by KSTC in 1935. Dryer and DeMott gained 2nds in the shot and 
high hurdles respectively. The two-mile team of Mack, Frame, Rhoads and Locke finished 3rd behind 
Pittsburg and Butler University. Fourths were earned by DeMott in the low hurdles and Crooms in the 60-
yard dash. 
 
The Hornet thinclads resumed participation in the Texas Relays when the outdoor season opened. 
However, only five KSTC men competed because of the discrimination rule against blacks competing in 
Texas. The 1936 season was one of only three years during the decade that KSTC participated at Texas, 
and this was due at least partially to the ban on black athletes. The five who did compete were very 
successful, as the distance medley team of Austin, Rhoads, Bridges, and San Romani won the university 
class event in the record time of 10:22.5, and Cecil Dryer placed 2nd in the open shot put. 
 
When Crooms failed to 
qualify for the finals of the 
100-yard dash at the Kansas 
Relays, an event he had won 
the two previous years, 
Welch decided to shoot the 
works in the distance 
medley relay. He scratched 
San Romani from the 1500-
meter and Bridges and 
Rhoads from the two-mile 
relay. The latter relay team, 
with Eugene Foster, 
Zimmerman, Mack, and 
Frame running, finished 2nd 
to Pittsburg. Welch entered 
the team of Crooms, 
Rhoads, Bridges, and San 
Romani in the university 
class distance medley, and 
their performance was 
spectacular. In winning the 
event, they established a new Kansas Relays, American, and world record with the time of 10:12.7.  
 
The depth and quality of the Hornet distance runners was shown when Welch entered another foursome in 
the college distance medley, and the team of Locke, Mack, Zimmerman and Frame also won with the 
time of 10:40.3. KSTC gained two other 2nd places, from Dryer in the shot and the shuttle hurdle team of 

World Record Distance Medley Relay 
The team of Duane Crooms, Norman Rhoads, Paul Bridges and Archie San 
Romani set a new world record in winning the Kansas Relays distance medley 
relay in 1936. The team ran 10:12.7 to win the university division. In a display 
of outstanding depth and quality of Hornet distance running, a second team of 
Locke, Mack, Zimmerman and Frame won the college division.  

    

  Crooms   Rhoads    Bridges  San Romani 
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Jim Fraley, Werne Sumner, Dodd, and DeMott. The half-mile relay team of Harold Haywood, Austin, 
Locke, and Crooms took 3rd. 
 
At the Drake Relays, the Hornet medley quartet was denied a shot at a triple crown. The three-year 
eligibility rule was enforced at Drake, keeping Crooms, Rhoads, and Bridges out of the university class. 
Welch entered Frame, Rhoads, Bridges, and San Romani in the two-mile relay, and this foursome won 
the event in a Drake record time of 7:52.0. KSTC also placed 3rd in the sprint medley relay and the mile 
relay. Available records do not list the runners on these teams, but Welch had previously announced that 
Austin, Crooms, Locke, and San Romani would run the sprint medley and Austin, Crooms, Locke, and 
Mack would run the mile. 
 
KSTC defeated the Pittsburg Gorillas for the second straight year in the annual dual, winning by 17 
points, and the Hornets were favored to finally take the CIC title away from Pitt. The Weedesmen pulled 
off the upset, though, winning 64-63 ½ for their ninth straight conference title. KSTC had a ½-point lead 
with the low hurdles and mile relay remaining when hard luck hit. Werne Sumner, the favorite to win the 
low hurdles, was leading when he tripped over the next to last hurdle and did not place. Pitt gained a 2nd 
place in the event and a lead the Hornet victory in the mile relay could not make up. Sam Romani and 
Crooms were the workhorses for KSTC. San Romani won the mile and two-mile and placed 2nd in the 
880, while Crooms took 2nd in the 100, 220, broad jump, and ran on the Hornets' winning mile relay 
along with Locke, Rhoads and Bridges. Bridges took 1st in the 880 with the time of 1:59.5, and Harold 
Cook won the pole vault, jumping 11-10. Cecil Dryer earned the Hornets final victory, winning the shot 
put with the conference record throw of 48-5 ½. 
 
Two weeks later, San Romani broke his own Missouri Valley record in the 1500-meter, winning the event 
at the MVAAU meet in 4:00.0. Bridges was also a winner, taking the 800-meter, while Dryer placed 2nd 
in the shot put. DeMott and Frame closed out the Hornet scoring, taking 3rds in the high hurdles and 
5000-meter respectively.  
 
San Romani was the only KSTC athlete to continue competition into the summer, and he did so quite 
successfully. He first entered the NCAA meet in Chicago to defend his mile title, and won the 1500-meter 
while setting a new NCAA record of 3:53.0. By winning the NCAA, he earned the right to compete in the 
final Olympic trials. However, Welch decided to enter San Romani in the Olympic sectional meet at 
Milwaukee and the National AAU at Princeton, New Jersey, and San Romani finished a close 2nd to 
Glenn Cunningham in the 1500-meter in both meets. 
 
San Romani went to the U.S. Olympic Trials in New York still considered by most experts to be an 
outside shot for the Olympic team. To get on, he would have to break up the big three on the American 
mile scene: Glenn Cunningham, the world record holder in the mile, Gene Wenzke, the former world 
record holder in the indoor mile, and Bill Bonthron, the world record holder in the 1500-meter. San 
Romani not only broke them up, he almost won the event. Both he and Cunningham were timed at 3:49.9, 
but the former KU star was given the victory. San Romani became the first athlete to officially represent 
KSTC at the Olympic Games. 
 
San Romani left for Berlin on July 15th of 1936, accompanied by Coach Welch. The students of KSTC 
and the townspeople of Emporia had worked together to raise $500 so Welch could accompany San 
Romani during the most important races of his life. San Romani went determined to win the race, but 
ended up 4th behind Jack Lovelock of New Zealand, Glenn Cunningham, and Luigi Beccali of Italy, the 
1932 Olympic 1500-meter champion. Lovelock set a new Olympic and world record of 3:47.8, while San 
Romani’s time of 3:50.0 was under the old Olympic record by 1.2 seconds. After the Games, San Romani 
stayed in Europe and participated in the AAU sponsored tour of the Scandinavian countries, a tour 
required of the U.S. Olympians by the AAU. 
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Two months after the O1ympic Games, San Romani met Lovelock and Cunningham in a special mile 
race promoted by Princeton University. Run 
at halftime of the Princeton-Williams 
football game, the race was set up to give 
Lovelock one final shot at Cunningham’s 
world record of 4:06.7 in the mile, as 
Lovelock would retire after the race. San 
Romani upset the favorites, though, winning 
in 4:09. In defeating Lovelock by eight 
yards, San Romani ran the fastest last 
quarter ever run at the end of a mile. This 
was the first in a series of major victories 
that would establish San Romani as the 
number one miler in the World for 1937. 
 
San Romani’s next victory came at the 
Sugar Bowl Game in “The Mile of the 
Century.” Run at halftime of the Sugar Bowl 
Game in New Orleans, he defeated 
Cunningham by inches in the time of 4:14, 
which bettered the Southern record set by 
Cunningham in 1936. Sam Romani next 
moved indoors where, due to a lack of 
training facilities, his success was not as 
great. He finished a distant 4th to 
Cunningham’s meet record in the Boston 
Knights of Columbus Games, then finished 
3rd to Cunningham and Wenzke in the 
Millrose Games' Wanamaker Mile. San 
Romani had planned to enter the Baxter 
Mile at the New York Athletic Club Games, 
but bad weather forced cancellation of the 
trip. 
 
The next stop on the indoor circuit for San Romani was the National AAU meet in New York, where he 
scored a thrilling victory in the 1500-meter, bursting past Luigi Beccali (the bronze medalist at 1500 
meters in the 1936 Olympic Games) in the last five yards to win in 3:51.2. Cunningham had withdrawn 
from the race. San Romani and Cunningham met again a few weeks later at the Chicago Indoor Relays, 
and San Romani defeated the world record holder. Ken DeMott joined San Romani at Chicago, but did 
not place due to a pulled muscle that kept him out for most of the season. 
 
 
1937 
 
San Romani joined the Hornet squad after the Chicago meet to participate in the regular season schedule. 
Graduation losses had been heavy, with Rhoads, Bridges, Crooms, Mack, Locke, Austin and Dryer gone 
from the 1936 team. Nevertheless, the 1937 squad remained one of the best small college teams in the 
Midwest on the strength of several outstanding performers. Though strong in the big relay meets, the 
Hornets did not have the depth necessary to challenge Pittsburg for conference honors. 
 

Archie San Romani: Olympian 
Archie San Romani became the first athlete to officially 
represent KSTC at the Olympic Games by qualifying for the 
U.S. Olympic team in the 1500 meters. At the Olympic 
Trials, San Romani and Glenn Cunningham were both timed 
in 3:49.9 with Cunningham given the victory.   
 
At the 1936 Olympic Games in Berlin, Germany, San 
Romani finished 4th behind Jack Lovelock of New Zealand, 
Glenn Cunningham, and Luigi Beccali of Italy, the 1932 
Olympic 1500-meter champion. Lovelock set a new 
Olympic and world record of 3:47.8, while San Romani’s 
time of 3:50.0 was under the old Olympic record by 1.2 
seconds. 
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To open the season, KSTC athletes attended the 1st Annual Mid-West Intercollegiate Indoor meet in 
Naperville, Illinois. The Hornets finished 3rd behind North Central College and Pittsburg. Sam Romani 
won the mile, setting a field house record of 4:27. Sumner set another fieldhouse record in winning the 
60-yard high hurdles. Frame earned the Hornets' final victory, winning the two-mile and also finishing 
2nd to San Romani in the mile. Archie Shepard finished right behind his teammate to take 2nd in the high 
hurdles. This meet underscored the Hornets’ strength in the distances and hurdles. 
 
San Romani made one more venture into the indoor invitational meets during 1937, competing in the 
New York Knights of Columbus Games. He finished just two-tenths of a second behind Glenn 
Cunningham in the mile run at 4:08.9. Cunningham’s time of 4:08.7 was just off his world indoor record 
for the mile of 4:08.4. These two men were developing quite a rivalry, and they met again at the Butler 
Indoor Relays. San Romani won this round, defeating Cunningham by two yards with the time of 4:21. 
The Hornet distance medley also came up with the victory, taking the college class event with the team of 
James McAlpine, Zimmerman, Bill Skinner, and Frame running a time of 10:53.4. 
 
A new twist had been added to the KSTC-Pittsburg rivalry in 1936. The Hornets and Gorillas met in a 
dual relay meet, where all running events were contested as relays. Welch and Weede staged the event to 
give hometown fans a chance to see the outstanding relay teams that had dominated the college relay 
circuit since 1933. In the 27 relay races entered by either team since that year, only twice had one or the 
other failed to win, and even then they took 2nd and 3rd. Of the 25 remaining contests, the two squads 
finished 1st and 2nd in 20 of them. 
 
In the first year of the event, KSTC and Pitt had split the events. KSTC won the distance relays and 
weight events, while Pitt won the sprint relays and jumps. In 1937, the field events were contested as 
relays as well, and KSTC again won the weights while Pitt took the jumps. However, the Hornets were 
able to win only two of the seven running relays, the two-mile and distance medley. The Gorillas used 
their great depth to an advantage in winning the meet. 
 
After the dual relay, the Hornets moved on to the Kansas Relays, where the thinclads turned in some 
outstanding individual performances. San Romani ran the feature mile race, outkicking hometown 
favorite Cunningham to win in 4:14.1. Sumner, who was fast becoming one of the best hurdlers in the 
nation, won the high hurdles in 15.0 seconds. Lawrence Hague broke John Kuck’s 11-year-old meet 
record in the javelin with a toss of 208-10 ½. Unfortunately, he finished 2nd to Terry of Hardin-Simmons 
College, Abilene, Texas, who set an intercollegiate record of 229-2 ½. The Hornet distance medley team 
won in the college division for the third consecutive year, taking permanent possession of the Jenny Wren 
Challenge Trophy. McAlpine, Zimmerman, Frame, and San Romani ran on that team. The two-mile team 
of Romine, Zimmerman, Skinner, and Frame finished 2nd to Pittsburg. 
 
At the Drake Relays, Sam Romani was again entered in a feature race. This was a 1 ½ mile race against 
the famous Rideout twins of North Texas State College. San Romani won by over 200 yards with the time 
of 6:46.9, only four seconds off Paavo Nurmi’s 12-year-old world record for the distance. Frame finished 
3rd in the open two-mile, and Hague placed 4th in the javelin. Summer was disappointed, as he tripped 
over a hurdle in the highs and did not place. The only Hornet relay team to place was the two-mile, the 
foursome of Skinner, Romine, Zimmerman, and Frame taking 3rd behind Pitt and Butler.  
 
KSTC placed 2nd behind Pitt at the CIC meet for the sixth consecutive year. The Hornet stars shown 
bright, as four men accounted for six 1sts and five new CIC records. But again, KSTC did not have the 
depth to challenge for the team championship. San Romani won the mile and two-mile, setting records of 
4:13.5 and 9:23.8, respectively. Sumner was also a double winner, setting a CIC record of 14.8 seconds in 
the high hurdles and winning the lows. Hague took the javelin with the record throw of 196-3 ½. Anthony 
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Lohkamp was the Hornets' final winner, the giant sophomore heaving the shot 48-6 ⅞ to break Dryer’s 
1936 record. 
 
San Romani’s performances in his next two appearances firmly established him as the top miler in the 
world for the year. At the Missouri Valley AAU, he 
won the 1500-meter with the time of 3:50.3, a new 
meet record and the best time in the nation during 
1937. Two weeks later, in the Princeton mile, San 
Romani won with the time of 4:07.2, the second fastest 
mile ever run in the world, and just one-half second off 
Cunningham’s world mark. 
 
San Romani was unable to defend his title in the 
NCAA meet because of the three-year eligibility rule, 
so his last performance as a Hornet was in the National 
AAU meet. San Romani was leading the pack in the 
1500-meter with 200 meters to go when Cunningham 
stepped on his heel and San Romani fell. He got back 
up and managed to finish 4th in the race. San Romani 
ended his career as one of Emporia State University’s 
all-time greats.  
 
Two Hornets did enter the 1937 NCAA meet at Berkeley, California. Sumner, with record setting 
performances in the low and high hurdles at the Missouri Valley meet, had earned the ranking as one of 
the top six hurdlers in the nation, and went to the meet with expenses paid by the NCAA. Lohkamp was 
entered in the shot put for KSTC. Sumner lived up to the ranking, placing 3rd in the low hurdles and 4th 
in the highs. He was placed on the National Collegiate Honor Roll for his performances. Lohkamp was 
unable to place in his event. 
	  

Archie San Romani: Post ESU Career 
Archie San Romani was one of the charter 
inductees into the Emporia State University 
Athletic Hall of Honor. San Romani is also in the 
NAIA, Drake Relays, and Kansas Sports Halls of 
fame. He continued his successful running after 
graduation from KSTC. In August of 1937, San 
Romani again went to the Scandinavian 
countries, and while touring there, set a new 
world record of 5:16.7 in the 2000-meter run. In 
1938, he set a new American indoor record of 
8:27.4 for the 3000-meter run, just one second 
shy of Paavo Nurmi’s world record. San Romani 
continued running up through 1940 in hopes of 
making the U.S. Olympic team again. However, 
World War II caused cancellation of the Games 
that year and crushed those hopes. 
	  


